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trying to counteract the former’s moves and 
activities. Outside Britain, the Nazis have been 
remarkably successful in Belgium. A pro-Nazi 
Party (the Rexists) has come into existence in 
Belgium and Nazi propaganda is active among 
the Flemish-speaking people of Belgium. The 
Belgium Government has broken away from the 
alliance with France and will in future adopt 
an attitude of neutrality in the event of war in 
Central or Eastern Europe. The treaty of 
Rapallo with Soviet Russia has virtually lapsed 
since the Nazis came to power in 1933, but as if 
to compensate Germany for that, the Nazi 
Government entered into a non-Aggression Pact 
with Poland. This Pact served to undermine 
greatly French influence in Poland. Last year, 
France made gigantic efforts to recover her influ- 
ence in Poland and a number of visits took place 
on both sides. But it seems probable that the 
Franco-Polish Alliance will never become a 
living force again and that in future Poland 
will follow an independent foreign policy 
—that is, a policy of neutrality in the 
event of a Franco-German or Russo-German 
conflict. 

In addition to the above activities, Germany 
is now exceedingly busy in trying to weaken 
France by slackening the bonds of the Little 
Entente and Balkan Entente and by getting a 
foothold in Spanish territory. With the help of 
several alliances and friendly contacts, the 
position of France today is exceedingly strong 
and as lortg as this position continues, she will 
never agree to withdraw her interest in Central 
and Eastern Europe. She will continue to insist 
—as Litvinov, the Soviet Foreign Minister, also 
does—-that peace is indivisible and that there 
should be one European Pact to guarantee 
collective security to all the states under the 
aegis of the League of Nations. Failing this, 
besides the Western Pact, there should be 
another Pact to guarantee peace in Central and 
Eastern Europe. To this, Germany does not 
agree and will not agree. 

France has fortified herself with military 
alliances with Czechoslovakia and Soviet Russia. 
The two latter powers have also a military 
alliance between themselves. Consequently, 
these three powers will always be found together 
in the event of an international emergency. 
Czechoslovakia has an understanding with the 
other Little Entente powers, Jugoslavia and 
Roumania. And Jugoslavia and Roumania 


have an understanding with Greece and Turkey’ 


through the Balkan Entente. Germany hopes 
that by weaning away Jugoslavia and Roumania, 
she will isolate Czechoslovakia in Central 
Europe—for help from Russia can reach 
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Czechoslovakia only through Roumania_ or 
through Poland. Poland is no longer a problem 
to Germany because of the non-aggression pact. 
Germany is trying to bring Austria under her 
influence through the instrumentality of Italy. 
Through Britain, she is trying to persuade 
France that as a military factor, Soviet Russia 
is not of much consequence and that France 
should give the go-by to the military clauses of 
the Franco-Soviet Pact. The recent execution 
of eight Army Generals in Russia has given a 
handle to the capitalist powers and they are 
carrying on a terrific propaganda to the effect 
that the Soviet military machine is recking witli 
indiscipline and cannot be relied on in the event 
of war. Last but not least, Germany is trying 
her level best to obtain a foothold in Spanish 
territory, so that in the event of war with France 
she could stab her in the back by cutting off 
her communications with North Africa, from 
where France always obtains large supplies of 
men and materials when war breaks out in 
Europe. Germany hopes that by weakening 
France on all sides and by putting pressure on 
her through the British Foreign Office, she will 
ultimately make her agree to a Western Pact, 
giving Germany a free hand in Central and 
Eastern Europe. If France does not agree to 
this and if she ultimately goes to war with 
Germany on the side of Soviet Russia, she will 
find herself considerably weakened compared to 
what she was in 1914. 

But will France fall in with Germany’s 
plans? Ostensibly not. For Britain it is 
immaterial who dominates the Continent— 
France or Germany—for Britain’s interests le 
outside Europe. But France cannot so easily 
give up her hegemony in Kurope for, unlike 
Britain, she -is a Continental Power, besides 
being a Colonial Power. Moreover, France is 
fighting not merely for power and prestige, but 
also for her national safety. She has not 
forgotten the tragic defeat of 1870. Her 
population is stationary and is about two-thirds 
of that of Germany, whose population is still 
growing. Consequently, France has a genuine 
horror of German invasion, while Britain has 
not, as long as the German Navy keeps to the 
prescribed limits of the Anglo-German Naval 
Agreement. To crown everything, there is in 
France, a deep distrust of German aims and 
aspirations which has been accentuated by 
violent denunciations of France in Hitler’s book, 
Mein Kampf. As a writer has put it 
suceinetly, in France the Right hates Germany, 
the Left hates Hitler. In these circumstances, 
it is extremely doubtful if France will ever give 
up her allies and alliances in Central and 
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Eastern Europe as long as the violently national- 
istic Nazi Party remains in power. 

The issue of the Spanish Civil War is 
hanging in the balance and it is too early to say 
how far German diplomacy will succeed there. 
But in Central and Eastern Europe it has made 
considerable headway. In Roumania, the King 
and the Cabinet are, on the whole, pro-German 
and the Francophile ex-Foreign minister, 
Titulesecu, has lost considerable influence. 
There is an anti-Semitic pro-Nazi Party, the 
Tron Guard, led by Codreanu, which is behind 
the Government. In Jugoslavia, the Premier 
Stoyadinovitch is pro-Nazi, as also his Govern- 
ment, while the Royal Family is under British 
influence. In Greece, the Premier, General 
Metaxas, who has made himself the Dictator, is 
undoubtedly under German influence. And 
Greece is important to Germany, because should 
the Russian Fleet in the Black Sea enter the 
Mediterranean through the Dardanelles, it could 
be attacked from a base in the Grecian Islands. 
Then Hungary and Bulgaria, being ‘ Have-not’ 
powers, are expected to line up with Germany, 
if they see any chance of having their national 
grievances redressed thereby. Thus it appears 
that Germany has stolen a march over France 
throughout the Balkan Peninsula and she has 
been throwing out commercial baits in profusion. 

But in international polities there is no 
finality. France is following on the heels of 
Germany everywhere. It is difficult to predict 
how long the Governments of Metaxas in Greece 
or Stoyadinovitch in Jugoslavia will last. The 
pro-French party in Roumania, though out of 
power for the time being, is not negligible and 
the Balkan temperament is proverbially change- 
able. Moreover, Germany finds pitted against 
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herself, one of the finest diplomats of 
modern Europe, President Eduard Benes of 
Czechoslovakia. 

The scene is changing from day to day and 
political forecasts are anything but easy. One 
thing is certain. If war comes, it will come as 
the result of a German challenge to the status quo 
in Central and Eastern Europe. But will it 
come? The answer rests primarily with Britain. 
Germany will not repeat the errors of 1914 and 
will not go into a war, if she knows that Britain 
will be against her. She might be trapped into 
it as she was in 1914, thinking that Britain 
would keep out of it. If France and Britain 
agree to be neutral in a conflict in Central or 
Eastern Europe, war will break out in Europe, 
as sure as the sun rises in the East, the moment 
Germany is ready for it. Even if France lines 
up with Soviet Russia, with Britain remaining 
neutral, there may be a war, though the upshot 
of it will be doubtful. 

At the present moment, two scenes need 
watching—Spain and the Balkans. If Franco 
wins, it will be a victory for Italy and Germany 
and will mean the end of British hegemony in 
the Mediterranean and dark days ahead of 
France, if war should break out on the Continent. 
In the Balkans, if Germany succeeds in isolating 
Jugoslavia and Roumania from Czechoslovakia, 
she will, in the event of war, be able to occupy 
Prague in six hours and overrun Czechoslovakia 
within a few days. But the bigger problem will 
remain—Russia. The Russian Colossus has 
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THE EVIDENCE OF THE IRDA COPPER-PLATE 
By N. G. MAJUMDAR, .a. 


In an article on the Irda Copper-plate of 
Nayapaladeva published in the Fpigraphia 
Indica, Vol. XXII, pp. 150-159 and plates, I 
dealt with some new evidence relating to a 
Kamboja dynasty of Bengal and incidentally 
with the origin of the Pala kings. But a fresh 
review of the available data has now become 
necessary in the light of further studies. 

The Irda, Copper-plate introduces us to a 


line of Kamboja kings, Rajyapala and his sons: 


often proved to be an enigma. It baffled 
Napoleon—the conqueror of Europe. Will it 
baffle Hitler? 

Dalhousie 
August 21, 1937. 
Narayanapala and Nayapala, names. well 


known in the Pala genealogy. The wife of this 
Rajyapala was named Bhagyadevi just as the 
wife of Rajyapala, the son of Narayanapala of 
the Pala dynasty. One is tempted therefore to 
identify the two Rajyapalas. But there are 
other factors which seemed to go against this 
identification, and in the article referred to above 
I observed as follows : 

“In the first place, the kings Narayanapala and 
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Nayapala, sons of Rajyapala cannot be the same as those 
mentioned in the Pala records. The son and successor of 
Rajyapala I of the Pala dynasty was Gopala Il, whose 
name appears in the Bangarh, Amgachhi and Manahali 
plates. Secondly, Rajyapala of this record has the 
epithet Kamboja-vamse-tilaka, i.e., ‘an ornament of the 
Kamboja clan.’ In the Ramacharita of Sandhyakara Nandi 
the Palas are supposed to have descended from the 
*Samudra-kula,’ whatever that may mean, and in the 
Kamauli grant of Vaidyadeva they are represented as 
belonging to Solar race (Mihirasya vamsa). But nowhere 
a tee, Kamboja origin been attributed to the Palas.” 
. 152). 


As regadrs the identification of the two 
Rajyapalas I must admit that I was not inclined 
to hazard it merely on the ground of identity 
of the name of the queen, as this might have 
been a pure coincidence. Now, however, there 
is an additional piece of evidence in favour of 
the identification supplied by a copper-plate of 
Gopala II recently brought to our notice by Mr. 
Kshitish Chandra Barman, M.A., in the Bharat- 
varsha for Sravan, 1844 B.S. The plate describes 
Rajyapala, the father of Gopala II as a 
Paramasaugata 7.e., ‘a devout worshipper of 
Buddha’ and Maharajadhiraja. The same 
epithets are prefixed also to the name of 
Rajyapala in the Irda Copper-plate. In view of 
this fresh evidence the identification seems to 
me to be likely, although it would upset the 
current theories regarding the origin of the 
Palas as well as the Kamboja occupation of 
Bengal in the tenth century A.D. 

In the Irda plate, Rajyapala is described as 
Kamboja-vamsa-tilaka, 1.e., ‘the ornament of 
the Kamboja family.’ If he is the same as 
Rajyapala of the Pala dynasty it will have to 
be supposed that the Palas sprang from the 
Kamboja race. The only other inscription that 
speaks of a Kamboja king of Bengal is the 
Bangarh Pillar inscription which palaeographi- 
cally may be assigned to the 10th century A.D. 
It records the construction of a Siva temple by 
a king of Gauda (Gaudapatt) whose name is 
not specified, but who has the epithet Kamboj- 
anvayaja, i.e., ‘born in the Kamboja line.’ As 
the Kamboja family could not have made them- 
selves masters of Gauda without ousting the 
Palas, it had been hitherto supposed that the 
Palas were actually dispossessed of a portion 
of their territory in Bengal by the Kambojas for 
some time in the 10th century. In case the 
Palas are proved to be identical with the 
Kambojas the evidence of the Bangarh Pillar 
inscription will have to be interpreted differently. 
For, the Gauda king referred to therein might 
after all be a member of the Pala dynasty. 
There would then be no necessity for assuming 
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that in the 10th century a part of the Pala 
territory was lost to the Kambojas. The cur- 
vent theory that some portion of the territory 
passed out of the hands of the Palas before the 
accession of Mahipala I, and that this king 
retrieved the possessions of his ancestors lost. to 
some usurpers is based on the passage anadhi- 
krita-viluptam rajyam-asadya pttryam occur- 
ring in the Bangarh grant of Mahipala. 
If the identification of Rajyapala of the 
Irda plate be accepted it would follow 
that he had at least three sons, Gopala, 
Narayanapala and Nayapala. While Gopala 
succeeded his father in Magadha and North 
Bengal, the remaining portion of the empire 
including Western Bengal passed into the 
hands of Narayanapala, who as stated in the 
Irda plate, was succeeded by his younger brother 
Nayapala. These two sons of Rajyapala were 
probably then the usurpers, and that may be the 
reason why their names do not find a place in 
the genealogy given in the records of the direct 
line of the Imperial Palas. It is also signifi- 
cant that in the Irda plate the genealogy is 
not carried beyond Rajydpala, the father of 
the reigning king Nayapala who issued the plate. 

As regards the Kamboja origin of the Palas 
one cannot of course be definite in the 
present state of our knowledge. Mr. Dinesh 
Chandra Sarkar has suggested to me that if 
Rajyapala of the Pala dynasty had been born 
of a Kamboja mother (for which however there 
is no evidence yet) he could well be described 
as ‘the ornament of the Kamboja family’ and 
that the expression Kamboja-vamsa-tilaka does 
not necessarily show that the Pala dynasty as 
a whole was of Kamboja origin. Mr. Jogendra 
Chandra Ghosh has further expressed his doubts 
about my reading Kamboja-vamsa-tilaka. I 
have looked into this matter very carefully and 
am convinced that no other reading is possible. 
The attention of scholars interested in Pala 
history is drawn to the Irda plate, as I think 
their interest has not yet been sufficiently roused. 





An enlarged photo of the particular portion of 
the record that refers to the Kambojas is fur- 
nished here so as to enable the scholars to come 
to a decision. 


WILL AMERICA HELP CHINA ? 


182 Pitots Recrurrep ror CHINA 


Asia Fights While Europe Unites 
Br CHAMAN LAL 


" Wasuincron (by air) 
Wi. America help China in her life and death 
struggle against Japanese imperialism, is the 
question on the lips of thousands of sincere 
friends of China. I discussed the same question 
yesterday (Aug. 11) with the staff of the Asia 
and the New Republic (two leading liberal 
journals), who had invited me to lunch. Half 
a dozen journalists were present, including a 
young Chinese lady. The chief editors of both 
the papers (Mr. Walsh and Mr. Bliven) were 
frankly of the opinion that America will not 
help China because it wanted to keep out of 
war. When I asked them what did they think 
of nine-power treaty and other pacts, which 
urged the signatories to keep the sovereignty of 
China. intact, the editors replied, ‘“‘ No country 
is prepared to go into war for another’s 
sovereignty rights.” 

The American masses are, apparently, 
friendly towards China but most of the friend- 
ship is limited to oral sympathy. Some 
Americans have, however, found a good chance 
te make capital out of China. Lured by high 
salaries, several unemployed airmen in America 
have offered to become pilots in Chinese Army. 
A Los Angeles report says that 182 American 
airmen, each with two mechanics, have been 
enlisted to operate war planes for China. 

Two more war bargains by Americans are 
reported. The second is a Shanghai report that 
a Mr. Norris as Far Eastern representative 
of North American Aviation, Inc., placed an 
order on behalf of the Chinese Government with 
American manufacturers for bombing planes to 
the value of $500,000. 

The third is a Shanghai report that a 
Mr. Kendall, as Shanghai agent of the Oceanic 
and Oriental Navigation Company, on Aug. Ist, 
telephoned orders to American agents for the 
purchase of all shipping offered for sale. 

American arms and planes would sell in 
thousands and enrich America exactly like the 
last World War. That is the only ‘interest 
America has in China. It is a pity that two 


Asiatic nations fight, give thousands of young 
men as cannon fodder and send millions out of 
their country to buy war materials from Europe 
and America. Let us shed a few tears for Asia. 


Hurorps Unitses, Asia Ficus 


While two great nations of Asia are fighting 
a bloody war, Europe is trying to avoid war. 
England and Italy, declared enemies, have 
exchanged friendly notes and Chamberlain has 
begged Mussolini to enable England to show eyes 
to Japan, since it is threatening British influence 
and trade in China. Such is British diplomacy. 
England was the country that compelled the 
League of Nations to take action against Italy 
by enforcing sanctions and you will soon hear 
that England will move for the recognition of 
Italian Empire in Ethiopia. The betrayal of 
pope is a landmark in Britain’s breach of 
faith. 


ENGLAND’s FRIENDSHIP 


The fact is further proved by latest cables 
from London, which say that former Emperor 
Haile Selassie of Ethiopia has been “ compelled ” 
to cancel plans for publication of his memoirs, 
Michael Joseph, his publisher, disclosed adding 
that the Emperor’s decision was based on counsel 
of his “ political advisers.” The one-time ruler 
has found refuge in England, but well-informed 
persons have pointed out that recently Britain 
and Italy, which drove Haile Selassie from his 
throne, have exchanged overtures of fraternity. 
These exchanges, they have said, may lead 
ultimately to British recognition of the Italian 
conauest and abandonment of support of the 
former Emperor’s claims. Mr. Joseph said, 
the Emperor’s solicitor had told him that “ quite 
definitely publication is out of the question.” 
You will soon hear that the last Black Ruler 
will be expelled from England or made over to 
Mussolini. He must be saying, “ God save me 
from my English friends.” 

Three cheers for British diplomacy. 
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IMPOTENT EUROPE 


Europe, impotent because of its selfishness 
and jealousies, is not going to help China. 
England, which let down America in 1932 in the 
Manchurian affair, is decidedly unwilling to help 
her customer China because it still thinks it 
can any day strike an imperial bargain with 
Japan for China trade. The conservative 
England is at heart more friendly to Japan than 
to China and Chamberlain is a friend of Japan. 
Hence, England will observe mum or continue 
te play the game of the East India Company 
and be friendly to both Japan and China and 
demand her share at the end of the fight. 


Otruer CouNTRIES 


The Japanese moves in North China are 
being watched with the keenest interest and 
some anxiety in the principal European 
chancelleries. But that is all. Neither interest 
nor anxiety is likely to produce active interfer- 
ence—diplomatic or military. 

Germany for the present is maintaining the 
most rigid neutrality in the Sino-Japanese 
conflict. The general impression is that 
Germany is waiting to see what the Russian 
attitude will be. There is a very good reason 
for this neutrality. Germany possesses excellent 
markets in China for large quantities of her 
goods; she does not want to lose them when so 
much depends on maintaining her export trade. 


GERMANY ALLIED TO JAPAN 


But at the same time Germany is bound to 
Japan politically through the anti-bolshevism 
treaty of last November. From the German 
point of view Chima is badly polluted with 
communism. In case of a prolonged war 
between China and Japan, Germany would be 
compelled to take the Japanese side, trusting to 
Japanese gratitude for the retention of her 
markets in the territory Japan would take. 
There is complete confidence here in an ultimate 
Japanese victory in such a war. It is the 
general impression also that Russia will give 
no help to China. One reason is that Russia 
is in no condition just now to undertake a 
military adventure on any considerable scale 
outside her own territory. To help China 
against Japan would produce a _ military 
situation of the most serious character, because 
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in. such a case the German-Japanese anti- 
bolshevism pact would become operative and 
German neutrality would end overnight. Tt is 
scarcely conceivable that Russia would provide 
such a German-Japanese opportunity. 

It may be coincidence, but is distinctly 
interesting that the Japanese Ambassador to 
Berlin gave an interview to a German newspaper, 
between the lines of which might be read a 
double purpose—a warning to Russia and a 
reminder to Germany of her obligations under 
the anti-bolshevism treaty. The Ambassador, 
Viscount Kimitomo Mushakoji, stressed the 
cordiality of Japanese-German relations and the 
importance of the anti-bolshevism agreement 
linking Japan to Western fascism. “ That 
accord,” says the Japanese diplomat, “ is clear 
and unequivocal in its implications and invites 
other States to join in the common battle against 
the disintegrating effects of bolshevism on world 
civilisation.” 

Europe at present is wholly absorbed in her 
own affairs and sees nothing in China, any more 
than she has in Spain, worth the awful cost of 
s, general conflict. The situation as viewed in 
diplomatic circles.is not dissimilar to: that in 
1931 when Japan invaded Manchuria. 


Bur Crisis Must Come 


But this does not mean that Europe and 
America will let Japan have a free hand in 
China for all time to come. A time will soon 
come when the interests of white powers will 
be endangered, and they will be forced to try 
strength with Japan and then China will be used 
as a base to attack Japan. That will no doubt 
be the saddest time in the history of Asia, when 
Western nations using China as base will defeat 
Japan. Both China and Japan will lose heavily 
and with them will suffer all the Asiatic nations 
including India. And whole Asia will curse the 
greedy imperialists of Japan for the renewed 
Western domination of Asiatic countries. 

I still wish Japan could have the sense to 
desist from invading poor China and China 
should have the sense to see that no white man 
will help her despite her love for the British 
and other nations. 

Could no great man in Asia arbitrate 
between the two great nations of Asia and save 
Asia from a further period of white domination? 


SUGAR-CANE IN THE UNITED PROVINCES AND BIHAR 
By RAJENDRA PRASAD 


THERE are two aspects of the Congress 
programme in the Legislatures—the Political and 
the Constructive. This article will deal only 
with one item of the latter. The Congress is 
pledged to agrarian reform and prohibition and 
it has also to attempt many other things of 
vital importance to the people at large, such as 
reform in education, revival of cottage-crafts, 
fostering of large-scale industries and so forth. 
Hach one of these subjects is large enough to 
require much space for comprehensive treatment. 
I propose, however, to write about one matter of 
vital importance to the Provinces of the U. P., 
Bihar and partly Bengal. This is the question 
of sugar-cane. 

_ _ Within the last 12 or 15 years the sugar 
industry has gone up by leaps and bounds in 
India and a great fillip has been given to it by 
the protection which the Government of India 
afforded to it. The result has been that a large 
number of factories have sprung up almost 
overnight and today practically the entire 
demand of white sugar in the country is met 
by these factories with an almost negligible 
exception of special quality sugar which comes 
from outside. Crores of rupees have been sunk 
as capital in machinery and plant imported 
from foreign countries and erores of agricul- 
turists have become dependent on these factories 
for the crushing of their cane and for the 
‘disposal of their crop. There have been two 
occasions during the short period of three years 
when the absolute dependence of the agricul- 
turist on sugar mills has been manifested in 
a most remarkable manner. In 1984, the great 
earthquake of Bihar disabled many factories 
which stopped working for about two months or 
more and the Government and the Relief Com- 
mittee were hard put to it to find means for the 
crushing of the lakhs of tons of sugar-cane 
standing in the fields in Bihar. The old cane- 
crushers worked by bullocks had gone out of 
use and were not available for crushing such a 
large quantity of cane. New ones had to be 
manufactured in large numbers and old cast- 
out rollers had to be sought out, repaired and 
put in order. The mills fortunately were able 
to start working sooner than had been antici- 
pated and the great crisis was partially met. 
Tn 1935-36, the factories produced more sugar 


than could be disposed of in time with the 
result that when the crushing season of 1936-37 
arrived there was a large quantity in stock. 
The mills decided to postpone starting crushing 
for about four or five weeks. The crushing 
season was thus reduced on the one hand and 
it was apprehended on the other that the 
cultivators had grown more cane than could be 
crushed even if the mills had worked full time. 
A crisis naturally followed in March and it was 
realized that although the crushing season was 
approaching its end, there was no likelihood of 
the vast quantities of cane being crushed. To 
add to the difficulties the Government of India 
increased the excise duty on sugar by eight 
annas per maund and the mill-owners threatened 
to stop crushing earlier than usual on the 
ground that it would not pay them to work the 
factories. There was great consternation among 
agriculturists. The Government and public 
men and organizations found that the agricul- 
turists were faced with ruin as they depended 
upon the cane crop for meeting most of their 
cash requirements. It was not possible to get 
together the bullock-worked cane-crushers once 
again as had been done in 1984. The crop 
would have to be destroyed, if the mills did 
not consume them. The mill-owners, however, 
decided to extend the crushing season. The 
Government for its part reduced the minimum 
price payable for cane and the Railways reduced 
the freight on sugar-cane. The price of sugar- 
cane was reduced to a level which is much 
below the cost of production but the agricul- 
turist had no option. He preferred to get what 
he could instead of losing all. Instances were 
not wanting when even the minimum price fixed 
by the Government was not received by the 
agriculturists, and yet a large quantity of 
sugar-cane could not be taken by the factories 
and may yet be seen standing in the fields. 

The crisis is not yet over and has to be 
faced in the coming season of 1937-38. As the 
United Provinces and Bihar produce nearly 75 
per cent of the sugar in the country and as 
most of the factories are concentrated in these 
two Provinces their Governments have parti- 
cularly to be vigilant. It is to be borne in mind 
that other Provinces like the Punjab, Bengal, 
the Bombay Presidency and the Madras 
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Presidency have also their factories and in any 
case the sugar produced in the U.P. and Bihar 
goes to other Provinces also. They may not 
therefore be ignored in formulating any policy 
in connection with the sugar industry. 

A rémarkable feature of the situation is the 
great difference between the prices of Indian 
sugar and imported sugar. The Indian sugar 
is selling roughly at prices between Rs. 6/- and 
Rs. 6/8/- per maund. Java sugar is selling at 
prices varying between Rs. 9/- and Rs. 10/- per 
maund . The industry has therefore no danger 
from outside competition so long as the 
protection granted to it lasts. The prices have 
gone down on account of internal competition 
amongst Indian factories. It is said there has 
been over-production but it may not be true if 
per capita consumption of sugar in India is 
compared with that in other countries. But 
whatever the reason, the prices of sugar are 
what they are and the agriculturist has to suffer. 
Now a sugar-cane crop is a difficult crop to 
raise. It keeps the land engaged for nearly two 
years and requires more careful and more 
frequent tilling than any other crop. Besides, 
it requires to be irrigated more than once in 
many parts. It is therefore on the whole a 
very expensive crop. For various reasons the 
yield, too, is much less per acre in this country 
than in other countries like Java with which 
we have competition. There thus arises a 
conflict between the manufacturer of sugar and 
the grower of the sugar-cane which is the raw 
material. It is argued that sugar is selling at 
a particular price, say, Rs. 6/8/- per maund and 
the industry cannot afford to pay a higher 
price than, say, four annas per maund for the 
sugar-cane. The Government under the law 
which has been passed in the U. P. and Bihar 
is entitled to fix a minimum price for the 
sugar-cane which may be varied in accordance 
with the fall or rise in the price of sugar. It 
fixes a minimum price which in practice becomes 
the maximum and the cultivator has no option 
but to supply cane at the price so fixed. As 
stated above the price fixed for sugar-cane 
during the latter part of the crushing season of 
1936-37 was much below the cost of production 
and the cultivator had to submit to it as the 
only alternative to him was to incur further 
expenditure in destroying the crop to make the 
land on which it was standing available for 
growing another crop. The implications of the 
situation were not fully realized by the 
cultivators till after the sowing season was 
almost over and in spite of the dismal prospect 
which they have to face the area cultivated was 
not reduced to the extent required but it has 
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nevertheless been considerably curtailed. The 
industry is bound to suffer on account of shortage 
of cane after the season of 1937-38 unless steps 
are taken to assure to the cultivator a fair 
return for his labour and on his investment. 
This should be done without delay so that he 
may not miss the next sowing season which falls 
in February and March. If the cultivator gets 
a fair price’ for the cane in the next crushing 
season which ought to start normally in 
November next, he may feel encouraged to sow 
the crop in the following February; otherwise 
ii is just likely that with his bitter experience 
of two successive seasons, the cultivator, con- 
servative as he is in his habits and ill-infqrmed 
as he may be regarding the prospects of the 
industry, will think twice before he embarks on 
the cultivation of such a precarious crop and 
may take to other alternative crops which are 
not difficult to raise. It is therefore necessary 
to have a comprehensive policy which may 
safeguard the cultivator and at the same time 
do no injury to this nascent industry of the 
country. It must be remembered that no 
policy is likely to be effective which is not 
simultaneously adopted in at least the two 
Provinces of Bihar. and the U.P. and the 
Governments of at least these two Provinces 
have to devise measures in collaboration with 
each other. 

In any measures that may be devised, the 
fundamental factor im the industry, namely, the 
cost of the raw material—the sugar-cane—should 
not be ignored. The process of reasoning 
employed at present has to be reversed. Be- 
cause sugar sells at, say Rs. 6/8/- per maund, 
therefore the manufacturer cannot afford to pay 
say more than four annas per maund for the 
sugar-cane cannot and ought not to be accepted 
as a self-evident proposition. The proposition 
should rather be that sugar-cane cannot be 
cultivated at less tham say five to six annas 
per maund: and therefore sugar cannot sell at 
less than say Rs. 8/- per maund, if the culti- 
vators and manufacturers have to get even a 
small return. Any fall in prices’ below this 
figure which is caused not on account of 


competition of foreign countries but by internal 


competition of Indian mills at the cost of the 
agriculturist must be resisted. No manufacturer 
has a right to produce sugar out of sugar-cane 
purchased at less than the cost of its production 
and no consumer has a right to expect to have 
sugar supplied to him at the cost of the sugar-. 
cane cultivator. If once this position which is 
the only right position is accepted, the minimum: 
price of sugar-cane has to be fixed with 
reference not to the rise and’ fall in. the prices: 


SUGAR-CANE IN THE UNITED PROVINCES AND BIHAR 


of sugar in the Indian market but with reference 
to the cost of its cultivation. Anv variation 
in the minimum can only be an addition to the 
minimum so fixed by reason of a rise in the 
price of sugar to an extent justifying such a 
rise.  - 
It has been found on a modest calculation 
that the cost of cultivation of sugar-cane in 
land which does not require more than one 
watering comes to about five annas per maund 
of sugar-cane calculating the yield to be about 
250 maunds per acre. I consider this estimate 
to be conservative and if, at all, it errs on the 
side of understatement. The cultivator has 
simply to provide this expenditure in cash and 
in labour to produce one maund of sugar-cane. 
Tf he has to be given any profit he cannot afford 
tc sell his sugar-cane at less than six annas 
per maund. Any calculation therefore of the 
price of sugar must be based on this fundamental 
figure which docs not include cartage and freight 
from the field to the factory. The cost of sugar 
may be worked out as follows: 


Cost of sugar-cane (11 maunds) for pro- 
ducing one maund of sugar on an 
average @ -/6/6 per maund includ- 


ing cartage én se Rs. 476 
Cost of manufacture Rs. 1-8 to Rs, 2 
according to the capacity .. a » 18 Oor 
Efficiency of a factory a » 200 
Excise duty F ~ i180 
Rs. 776 or Rs. 7 15 6 


~ To this must be added the freight and 
marketing charges and the profit of the 
manufacturer and retail seller. There is no 
reason why the manufacturer should sell and 
the consumer get his sugar at a lower price. 
If the above rough figures are correct and sugar 
sells at a lower price, it means that the cane- 
cultivator does not get his just due. This 
cannot and ought not to last. The minimum 
price of sugar-cane should therefore be never 
below the cost of cultivation. 

___ Another serious handicap under which the 
cultivator suffers is that he does not always get 
even the minimum price fixed by the government. 
It is notorious that there is much loss caused to 
him by underweighment. The Government has 
appointed Inspectors to check this abuse but it 
cannot be claimed that it has altogether 
disappeared. Then the grower has to wait long 
hours with his cane in his bullock-cart at the 
gate of the factory in shivering cold of December 
and January and in the hot sun of April. He 
has also to pay perquisites here and there to 
unauthorised people. In the scheme which may 
be devised there should be stringent provisions 
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against such abuses and these should be 
strictly enforced. 

Jit has been suggested that allotting a 
particular area to a particular factory within 
which alone it should purchase its sugar-cane 
and to which alone the cultivator can sell his 
crop will .create a relationship between the 
manufacturer and the grower that will be helpful 
to both parties. It will enable the manufacturer 
te invest in manures and thus help in improving 
the quality and quantity of cane grown, and in 
getting corps of many varieties which ripen 
early or late grown by the cultivators. The 


cultivator on his side will by means of a bilateral 


contract be sure of being able to dispose of his 
crop and may even get an advance on its 
security from the manufacturer. While all these 
advantages are obvious, we cannot shut our eyes 
to the fact that in the past in respect of another 
crop, namely, indigo, the cultivator in spite of a 
similar zoning and contract had always the worst 
of the bargain and the abuses became so patent 
that. the Government had to abolish the system. 
We must also remember that the system will 
require a very elaborate organization and so 
long as such organization has not become pucca, 
the zoning system will place the cultivator 
entirely at the merey of one manufacturer who 
will enjoy a sort of monopoly. It is a notice- 
able thing that at railway stations where 
several factories have weigh-bridges for purchase 
of sugar-cane the cultivator gets a fairer deal 
from the contractors than where there is no 
competition or less competition. Zoning may 
be good but not in present conditions when the 
cultivator is unorganized and cannot have the 
advantage either of competing purchasers of 
his cane or of collective bargaining on his side. 
In some places co-operative societies have been 
started amongst cultivators by the co-operative 
department of the Government. I do not know 
te what extent they have been successful but 
keeping in mind the achievement of the co- 
operative department in other branches of its 
activity in the past it is not easy to be 
enthusiastic about them or to be confident 
about their success. I am told that during the 
crisis of the last season all the cane of the 
members of the co-operative societies was not 
consumed by the factories and the cultivator 
members were helpless as those who were not 
members. It is therefore necessary to proceed 
with caution in this matter of zoning. 

Another important factor which has to be 
taken into consideration is the question of utili- 
sation of bye-products which are wasted at 
present. Two things are seen and felt in and 
near every sugar factory, viz., begasse and 
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molasses. Some factories burn their begasse 
as fuel in their boilers. But I do not think this 
is the best or the most economical use of the 
immense quantities of begasse. There is a 
suggestion that it can be made into celotax or 
some sort of pressed artificial wood. It is also 
said that it can be converted into paper. 
Scientists could perhaps discover some other use 
for it. What is needed is research into the 
possibilities of this article and it should be the 
duty of the Government to encourage the utili- 
sation of this bye-product in the most profitable 
way. 
The other most important article which 
is a source of nuisance in the locality of mills 1s 
molasses. I sometimes wonder how factory 
people can stand the foul smell which pervades 
not only the factory but a large area all round. 
It is a problem with the factories as to what 
to do with the molasses they produce. They foul 
the atmosphere and: they also adversely affect 
the fertility of the land on which they may be 
allowed to flow in large quantities. Experiments 
have been made and it seems they can be 
utilised as manure after some kind of treatment 
or used for being mixed with fodder. They 
should undoubtedly be used for these and such 
other purposes to the extent they can. But 
another obvious use to which they can be put 
is to convert them into fuel spirit. It is a 
matter for scientific investigation as to how far 
the spirit so produced can be used with or 
without mixing with petroleum and to what 
extent it is possible to manufacture this fuel 
profitably out of molasses. I am told that it 
is an economic proposition to produce fuel spirit 
which can sell in the market and can be used 
for fuel purposes without any very expensive 
alterations in the machines which now use 
petroleum. If this is so, there is no reason why 
this immense quantity of molasses should be 
allowed to become a nuisance and source of 
danger to public health and loss to the manufac- 
turer instead of being converted into a 
marketable commodity. I am told also that the 
plant required for this purpose is not a very 
expensive plant and the factories if once 
permitted will easily be able to put it up or 
independent factories may grow up easily and 
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within a short time. There is no reason why 
this industry should not be encouraged. 


If the spirit so produced can be used as fuel 
after or without being mixed with petroleum, 
there is no reason why it should not be used. 
On the other hand, there is every reason in 
favour of encouraging it. What is now wasted 
by the sugar-manufacturer will be converted. 
into a profitable bye-product and thus give him 
a larger margin of profit out of which a portion 
may go to the cultivator. India may, to a 
considerable extent, be made independent of 
foreign liquid fuel for its motor cars, and it is 
as well to make her so independent in view of 
an international situation which may any day 
arise. It should therefore be the duty of the: 
Governments concerned to raise any embargo: 
that may have been imposed by excise laws on 
the manufacture of fuel spirit out of molasses 
and any objection by oil interests should be 
overruled in the interests of the cultivator of 
sugar-cane, the manufacturer of sugar and the 
general exigencies of a contingent international 
situation which may cut off or. curtail the: 
supply of petroleum. 


The additional excise duty which was 
mnposed last year was opposed by all interests 
concerned. In practice it may be said to have 
fallen on the cultivator of sugar-cane. Whatever: 
the other reasons may have been it was the 
immediate and apparent cause of the reduction 
in the minimum price of sugar-cane, during the 
latter part of the last season. The discussions 
preceding the imposition of this additional 
excise duty leit the country unconvinced about 
the necessity of imposing it and concerted action 
should be taken by all interests concerned and 
the Local Governments to put pressure on the: 
Government of India to give up this duty. 


A portion at least of the excise duty should. 
be made available to the Provinces concerned for 
being utilised in improving the crop of sugar-cane 
and facilities for marketing. A portion is, I 
understand, so used at present but its effects 
are not yet visible to the ordinary cultivator 
and a well-thought-out plan has to be devised 
by the Governments of the United Provinces. 
and Bihar in consultation with each other. 


7/(9E)~ 


FOREIGN PERIODICALS 


The New Constitution of the U. S. S. R. 


The new Soviet constitution which was 
adopted by the Extraordinary All-Union Con- 
gress of the U. 8. 8. R. in December, 1936, has 
been hailed as “an important step toward the 





establishment of democracy in the ‘ first 
workers’ republic in the World, while others 
view it as clever camouflage of the Communist 
dictatorship, designed to win the sympathy of 
Western democracies for the Soviet Union in 
the coming conflict with fascism.” Vera 
-Micheles Dean discusses the new constitution in 
the Foreign Policy Reports, from which the 
following excerpts are made: 


Article 1 of the constitution declares that the Soviet 
Union is a socialist state of workers and peasants, 
Omission of the intelligentsia from the list of social groups 
constituting the state was explained by Stalin on the 
ground that the intelligentsia “never was and cannot be 
a class—it was and remains an intermediate layer, recruit- 
ing its members from all classes of society . . . In our 
Soviet period the intelligentsia recruits its members chiefly 
from workers and peasants.” 

The constitution distinguishes between socialist 
property, which has either the form of state property 
(the wealth of the whole people) or the form of cooperative 
or collective enterprises, and the personal property of 
individual citizens. State property embraces land, waters, 
forests, mills, factories, mines, railways, banks, means of 
communication, state farms, machine and tractor stations; 
cooperative or collective property includes collective farms 
with their livestock, implements, products and puhlic 
‘structures. In addition to the “basic income” it derives 
from the collective farm, every collective farm household 
may own for personal use a small plot of land attached to 
its homestead, livestock, poultry and small farm tools. 
‘While the land occupied by collective farms is the property 
of the state, its free and perpetual use is granted to the 
farms by the constitution. 

Side by side with the “prevailing ” system of socialist 
economy, the constitution recognizes two forms of 
personal property. It permits the existence of small 
enterprises owned by individual peasants and handicrafts. 
men provided the operation of these enterprises involves 
no exploitation of the labor of other persons. And it 
protects the right of all Soviet citizens to own personal 
property such as income from work, savings, dwelling 
houses, domestic articles and utensils, objects of personal 
use and comfort, as well as the right to inherit personal 
property. In other words, the non-collectivized Soviet 
peasant may own a small farm; a shoemaker may own 
his premises and tools; and every Soviet citizen may own 
a savings account, government bonds, a house in town 
or villa in the country, an automobile, books, clothes, and 
furniture. His ability to acquire such possessions is 
limited only by his ambition and earning capacity. 

Recognition of certain forms of personal property in 
the Soviet Union has been deplored by some observers— 
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and hailed by foreign conservatives—as a retrogression to 
capitalism and a surrender to the fleshpots of bourgeois 
society. Soviet commentators, however, argue that 
personal property is compatible with socialism and even 
communism, provided it serves the private use of the 
worker and his family, and does not become an instrument 
for exploitation of the labor of others, 


- 


The new constitution contains an elaborate 
oe >| 


list of “ the basic rights and duties of citizens. 


Freedom to perform religious rites, as well as freedom 
of anti-religious propaganda, is recognized for all citizens. 
It should be noted that, while freedom of anti-religious 
propaganda is explicitly permitted, no similar freedom is 
vouchsafed for religious propaganda. The new constitu- 
tion assures inviolability of the person, of homes, and of 
secrecy of correspondence. “No one may be subject to 
arrest except by an order of the court or with the sanction 
of a state attorney ”"—a provision apparently intended to 
check arbitrary arrests by the state police (former OGPU). 
The effectiveness of this provision will depend on the 
extent to which prosecutors and other government officials 
are prepared to respect personal rights. The wave of 
mass arrests and imprisonments which has coincided with 
promulgation of the new constitution would indicate that, 
in practice, the government is not yet ready to dispense 
with extreme methods of repression when it believes itself 
threatened by opposition or treason. 

These liberties are insured by placing at the disposal 
of the workers and their organizations printing presses, 
supplies of paper, public buildings, streets, means of 
communication and other material conditions necessary 
for their exercise. This provision represents the Soviet 
concept of socialist, as contrasted with “ bourgeois,” 
democracy. The Soviet government has always contended 
that the freedom enjoyed by workers in Western 
democracies is purely formal, since the workers have 
neither the means nor the opportunity to obtain full access 
to the press, hire large halls for meetings, or hold proces- 
sions in the streets without interference by the police. 


These liberties, however, are to be enjoyed 
by the adherents of the present government : 


“It would be wild,’ says one Soviet commentator, 
“to grant freedom of assembly, meetings, street processions, 
for instance, to monarchists; incongruous on our streets 
would be people bearing Tsarist flags and singing in the 
Soviet land ‘God, save our Tsar.’ It would be wild to 
imagine that in our halls should appear Mensheviks and 
Social Revolutionaries with an appeal to turn back from 
socialism to capitalism . . . And he who would attempt 
to call for the overthrow of the socialist system won by 
the toilers or attempt to weaken this system will appear 
before the peoples of the Union as a criminal, having no 
right to enjoy the liberties envisaged by the constitution.” 
These liberties are to be granted to all “ with the exception 
of those who, by their actions and their ideas are in 
conflict with the interests of the toilers, who have as their 
objective the destruction of the socialist order... . 
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What Germans Read 


News cannot be distinguished from propa- 
ganda in many countries today, and the follow- 
ing extract from The Living Age gives one some 
idea of the German Press today. From the 
German newspapers, 


first of all one gets a general impression that the 
outside world suffers much more from Bolshevism than 
it is willing to admit and that it is not particularly 
concerned to preserve peace. Foreign news dispatches, 
the peculiar language of which soon grows familiar, 
imply that Red Valencia and Moscow’s influence in 
France and Great Britain are only the most obyious 
symptoms of the Bolshevik menace. That Franco is 
supposed to have suffered a defeat in which even Italian 
troops were affected is, so the reader learns, just a 
malicious invention of the English press. If a brilliant 
general like Franco retreated at all, he did so voluntarily, 
of course. He had merely determined to shorten his 
front line in order to improve his communications, a 
measure that was adopted even in the World War. One 
learns, furthermore, that the impudent Communist lies 
to the effect that Italy had sent volunteers to Spain 
after signing the Non-Intervention Pact were duly 
auswered in the London Committee only by Germany, 
Italy and Portugal. The sole aim on the other side, 
asserts the German press, is to increase the general 
tension. 

Seen through the medium of the German press, the 
Spanish Civil War seems ghostly and disconnected. On 
the one side there is the grotesque, scheming Bolshevik 
pack; on the other there are only noble crusaders. 

A regimented press which molds everyone to think 
along the same lines, where there is not the slightest 
inkling of self-criticism, either in domestic or in foreign 
affairs, has an intensely depressing effect. With even 
the humorous magazines limiting their jokes to Jews, 
grumblers or similar official scapegoats, this impression 
is deepened. To have some value and to fulfil their 
function properly the humorous papefs, at least, should 
be permitted an occasional barb. Since the political 
joke can no longer fulfil its function in public, it does 
so coyertly—and capably. At any rate, the Third Reich 
possesses no safety valve in its press. 

German theater audiences today are conspicuously 
quiet. Conversation is-subdued or absent. It is here 
that one catches a glimpse of the ‘silent Germany,’ the 
Germany which never raises its voice above a whisper 
in public. This silent Germany is not made of stone. 
‘Tt reacts in its own way, and its reactions are sometimes 
very revealing. A good example was the recent Berlin 
production of Schiller’s Don Carlos. A ripple of applause 
greeted the Marquis Posa night after night when he 
said his famous line, ‘Sire, give us freedom of thought!’ 
In a much less significant play, dealing with the period 
when Germany was split up into many small States, 
there was a noticeable movement in the audience at the 
statement that Government might rule more effectively 
by good example than by decree. It seemed like a 
sudden fresh breeze ruffling the smooth surface of a lake 
and then vanishing. Coincidence? 


The Partition of Palestine 
In discussing the proposal of the British 


Xoyal Commission for the partition of Palestine. 


Phe New Republic observes editorially : 
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Such precedents as we have from the past tew 
decades tor a proposal of this sort are mostly unfavour- 
able to it. To be sure, one somewhat analogous scheme 
worked fairly well: the exchange of populations between 
Greece and Turkey after the war between those two: 
countries. Everywhere else, the attempts so blithely 
made in Paris in 1919 to create new states and carve up 
old ones have left an ominous legacy. Nationalism that 
should have been abated has risen higher than ever. 
States reduced in size and power cherish the dream of 
revenge. The experiment with a corridor at Danzig is. 
surely not of a type to suggest the wisdom of a repetition. 
The task of moving 250,000 persons from their homes and’ 
resettling them somewhere else, with extremely limited 
funds and an atmosphere of suspicion and hatred, is one 
before which even the most competent and devoted British 
civil servant might quail. Moreover, the whole Palestine: 
situation lies in the shadow of vast international intrigue.. 
Frequently in the recent past, Italy has been accused of 
seeking to stir up the Arabs against Great Britain, of. 
seeking indeed to make the whole Mediterranean an 
Italian lake. France, Germany, the U.S.S.R. all have 
interests, present or future, real or imaginary, in Asia: 
Minor which might impinge fatally upon this whole plan. 

The Jews have brought a comparatively higher: 
standard of living and improved social services into a 
country where many of the Arabs toil for the lowest 
possible wage for the benefit of a little group -of land- 
lords and other exploiters, of their own race. To some 
degree, anti-Semitism among the fellaheen has been skil-- 
fully pumped up to divert their attention from a system. 
against which they have a legitimate right to rebel, and 
to a certain extent, the same thing is true in the Jewish. 
community. While there are some communal experiments: 
on a socialized basis, there is also exploitation and sub-. 
sequent unrest. It is a striking fact that the phrase 
“Jewish fascism’ is so often heard, even if half-jokingly, 
in Palestine. If the British Royal Commission could have 
solved the problem of maldistribution of wealth in both. 
the Jewish and Arab communities, there would have been 
no need for such heroic measures as have now been 
proposed. 
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The Emperor of Ethiopia 


Amiya Chandra Chakravarty gives an 
account in the Visua-Bharati News of his inter- 
view with the Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie 
in England and a short description of the 
heart-rending condition of the Abyssinian 
refugees who came to meet him in Aden. 
Further immigration of refugees into Aden has 
been stopped by the Port Authorities. His 
appeal to mitigate the sufferings of at least 
this small number of homeless unfortunates will 
meet with response in India : 


Before leaving England I had the opportunity of 
renewing my acquaintance with the Emperor of Abyssinia : 
he graciously gave me a farewell audience at the Embassy 
. Princes Gate. He had travelled down from Bath that 

ay. ¥ 
Haile Selassie, I had decided, is one of the great 
personalities of our age. The tragic drama which has 
silhouetted his Jonely figure against immense circumstance 
may have given him a dignity which history would in any 
case enshrine, but his majesty is not merely derivative. 
He has that inward greatness which is so much more 
than the sum total of a person’s qualities or achievements. 

“No,” he said, “there is nothing that India can do 
for our people.” 

He would not make any idealistic appeal for a gesture. 

“I tell you,” he continued, “Jf there is a moral 
principle in this world, our suffering will have its result.” 

These words, placed in their proper setting, would 
count among the great utterances. Evidently the Emperor’s 
faith even after all that has happened, and is happening, 
is not based on calculations. The round of reprisal, 
rebellion, or retribution—however inevitable in the 
compensation of nature—which impinges on the lives of 
millions and decides national destinies, could not detract 
his attention from the moral fahric from which values 
derive. 

As to the Abyssinian War itself his comment was 
simple— 

“ Heroism was pitted against chemicals; men defend- 
ing their own hearth were sprayed with mustard gas: 
women and children were mown down by aerial machine- 
guns. This was no war.” 

“This goes on.” 

In Aden, a delegation of Abyssinian refugees 
led by Mr. Workous Gobena came to meet me. 
The white walls of Strathaird loomed against the 
harbour-waters : a midget motor-boat took me away from 
ii towards the sun-assaulted dock on which a straggling 
crowd had collected. In that straggling crowd were a 
dozen Ethiopian young men waiting. 

There are about forty men and women, Abyssinian 
refugees, deprived of home, country and human rights 
living now in Aden. They are on the point of starvation. 
In Maalla, just outside the port of Aden, they live in 
hovels: I saw that some of their womenfolk were there 


with them. The men are workless: there is no prospect 
of employment for them. Amongst them are some distin- 
guished citizens of Harrar, Addis, and other Abyssinian 
townlets; most of them were educated in Europe and 
America. ; 

Comparing their own sufferings with the unspeakable 
agonies now being inflicted on their countrymen, these 
people had nothing to say. They have seen and known 
much. But they feel that they have some claims on our 
Indian people—not any logical claims at all, but those 
which human fellowship can demand. There is a fairly 
prosperous Indian community in Aden : we have influential! 
businessmen in Bombay and elsewhere who partly control 
the commercial relationship between India and _ this. 
neighbouring port. As an Indian I cannot but hope that 
help will be given by our men to these brave people. 

Surely this particular problem of not even half a 
hundred Ethiopians can be mitigated? 

Human suffering, when one views it, but does not 
allow one’s tesponse to reach the actional plane can only 
produce a paralysing, a demoralising effect. The danger 
of humanity today is that men and women with a sensitive 
conscience are being led to a passive attitude, while the 
blustering apes in charge of the machinery of destruction 
are very active. 

But collective moral action on the part of the people 
of the Earth is possible only if behind the necessary 
planning there is also spiritual faith. The machinery of 
any humane international organisation set up against 
barbarism will not suffice without an ethical philosophy. 

Let me return to the words of the Emperor— 

“If there is a moral principle in this Universe, our 
suffering will have its result.” 


Bengali Literature and its Women Readers 


In India and therefore in Bengal also, 
there really:is a vast difference between the 
literature read by men and that read by women. 
The chief reason for this is the vast difference 
which existed between the education of the two 
sexes until quite recently. Indira Devi 
Chaudhuri writes in the course of an article in 
the Bulletin of the National Council of Women. 
in India : 


After the daily papers, come the monthly magazines. 
Or rather there is an intermediate class or weekly papers, 
which seem to be fairly popular, judging from the 
correspondence published therein by women regarding 
the woman question, which sometimes grows quite exciting, 
and shows how much this vexed problem is occupying 
the minds of Bengali women now-a-days. But of course 
the monthly magazines are first in the field of favour, 
so much so that it is said their very existence depends 
upon women readers. 

New magazines seem to crop up every six manths, 
but most of them are of mushroom growth—only about 
half-a-dozen being securely established. 
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Last but not least come novels published in book- 
form, which are the delight of all women. young or old, 
black white or yellow. To cut a long story short, I may 
.as well say straight out, without fear of contradiction, 
that magazines and novels, whether English or Bengali, 
form the staple literary food of modern educated Bengali 
women. And even in the case of magazines, I believe. 
the reader usually separates the grain of stories from 
‘the chaff of other articles. Poems and plays may be 
said to come amongst the ‘also rans.’ 

There is a certain class of highly-educated Bengali 
women, who keep at Jeast their English reading up-to-date, 
-and probably throw a_ serious book or two into this 
continuous flow of fiction, like penbles in a stream—just 
for a change, or through curiosity,—intellectual let us 
hope. But their number can be counted on the fingers, 
and they don’t practically count; for we are not dealing 
with exceptions. 

And apart from a sense of duty or compulsion, | 
‘submit that women read to pass the time pleasantly, for 
recreation or relaxation, in short for their own pleasure. 
Women whose time is taken up nearly the whole day and 
part of the night too with looking after their house and 
children, as in the case with most of the Bengali middle- 
-class—hardly have the time or inclination or energy, I 
should think, to go in for anything but very light literature 
in their leisure-hours. 

I shall conclude by saying that preference of women 
‘for fiction can be justified or at least explained by the 
fact that they are naturally fond of persons rather than 
‘subjects, of individuals rather than types. They are not 
intellectual by nature, that is to say, they prefer the 
concrete to the abstract, the evident to the abstruse. 
And would we not rather have them so? I am afraid 
if they lost their interest in persons, and began to grow 
eold and intellectual in ‘a ‘body, the world would have a 
very poor time indeed. 


Women and Communal Differences 


Padmini Sathianadhan looks at the com- 
munal question from the woman’s point of view. 
She deplores that men should be communaly 
bent and advises them to take an example from 
women who do not think in terms of com 
munalism. She observes in The Indian Ladtes’ 
Magazine : ; 

What is coming to our men, we ask, that they are 
forgetting their sense of citizenship to such an extent 
and above all, are making themselves a laughing-stock 
for other nations of the world? Moslems or Hindus, 
Christians or Parsis, are we not all Indians? Alas, 
however, the communal spirit seems often to come first 
in almost all Indian societies—and the spirit of contem- 
plating the glory of India as the chief ideal before us 
is receding more and more to the back-ground. 

Travelling in a train one day, I heard an enthusiastic 
youth say—in connection with some election—‘* We want 
community, not efficiency ”—which rather trite remark 
goes to the root of the matter as regards this problem 
in India. I stress the word men, because, as we have 
realized, women have not evidently got this sense of 
disunion. 

While fighting for the vote, the three chief women’s 


organizations in India, viz, The All-India Women’s 
Conference, The Women’s Indian Association and 
the Nation Council of Women in India, 


came to the following conclusion a long time ago: 
“We have repeatedly urged that we do not desire the 
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communal virus to enter into our united ranks. We, 
therefore, disapprove entirely, and shall continue to resist 
to the uttermost, the White Paper proposals by which 
women will be elected to the Federal Assembly by an 
indirect system. We totally refuse to be made party 
pawns for the purpose of weightage for the convenience 
of any community—a state of affairs which will surely 
follow if this proposal is accepted. On the contrary, we 
desire direct election on an entirely non-communal basis. 
By merit and merit alone do we wish to find—and we 
are confident we shall find—our rightful place in the 
Councils and Federal Legislatures of our country.” 

In conference committees, in ladies’ clubs and social 
work, with regard to the selection of office-bearers, etc., 
a woman is chosen because of her merit as a public 
worker, and not, because she is a Mohommedan, a Hindu, 
or a Christian. 

May we not, therefore, hope that men may take an 
example from women in this case, and forget their 
communal prejudices, and work towards the good of 
India, regardless of caste, race and creed ? 





Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray 


On the retirement of Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra Ray who has been holding the Chair of 
the Palit Professor of Chemistry in the University 
of Calcutta since 1916, from active service, he 
has been made by the Senate the first Hmeritus 
Professor of that University. Prof. J. N. 
Mukherjee writes a brief account of his life in 
The Calcutta Review : 


Sir P. C. Ray was born on August 2, 1861. “ This 
year,” writes Sir P. C. Ray, “is memorable in the annals 
of Chemistry for the discovery of thallium by Crooks,” 
and it might be mentioned that two other illustrious sons 
of India, Rabindranath Tagore and Matilal Nehru, were 
born in the same year, both on the 6th May, 1861. 
Sir P. C. Ray hails from the village Raruli in the Khulna 
district (formerly included in the district of Jessore). 
The village is situated on the banks of the river 
Kapotakshi made famous by the poet Madhusudan Dutta 
who also was born on its bank in the village Sagardari. 
He comes of a well-known Kayastha family, the Ray 
Chaudhuris of Bodh-Khana. His father, Harish Chandra 
Ray, was a man of means. 

While a student in the Metropolitan Institution of 
Vidyasagar, which was “something we could look upon 
as our own,” he came under the influence of several 
brilliant teachers of whom two must have made great 
impression on him; one was, Surendra Nath Banerjea 
who, as Sir Prafulla puts it, “was almost the god of our 
idolatry” and the other was Alexander Pedlar “who 
was first hand in experiments, his manipulative skill was 
of a high order. I began almost unconsciously to be 
attracted to this branch of science.” Herein were sown 
the seeds of the great interest which he was subsequently 
to take in the political progress of India and of his 
major pursuit in life, the pursuit of Chemistry and 
furtherance of chemical industries. 

In December, 1870, his parents took up a permanent 
residence in Amherst Street in Calcutta, and Prafulla 
Chandra was admitted to the Hare School. A few years 
later in 1874 he had a bad attack of dysentery, which 
IT mention here as it gave a definite turn, in his own 
opinion, to his life. It necessitated a prolonged stay away 
from school and from its “dull and dreary routine 
methods” of instruction and he “could indulge in his 
passion for studies without let or hindrance.” It also 
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